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in it ranges between a maximum of 120 degrees and
a minimum of a few degrees below zero of the Centi-
grade. For all we know, a similarly narrow limita-
tion may hold of legislative changes in the structure
of human society. We can no more argue that,
because some past reforms have succeeded, all reforms
will succeed, than we can argue that, because the
human body can bear a certain amount of heat, it can
bear an indefinite amount.

There are, however, many accidents of their
history, and particularly of their recent history,
which blind Englishmen to the necessity of caution
while they indulge in the pastime of politics, particu-
larly when the two sides into which they divide
themselves compete in legislative innovation. We
are singularly little sensible, as a nation, of the
extraordinary good luck which has befallen us
since the beginning of the century. Foreign ob-
servers (until perhaps the other day) were always
dwelling on it, but Englishmen, as a rule, do not
notice it, or (it may be) secretly believe that they
deserve it. The fact is that, since the century began,
we have been victorious and prosperous beyond all
example. We have never lost a battle in Europe or
a square mile of territory ; we have never taken a
ruinous step in foreign politics ; we have never made
an irreparable mistake in legislation. If we compare
our history with recent French history, there is